
Roosevelt School’s Summer Reading Project 

We know…reading is sometimes the last thing you want to do on your 

summer vacation, especially if it’s a book you don’t like.  Well, we are 

going to try and change that for you.  Presenting “Roosevelt’s 

Revamped Reading Challenge” coming to homes summer 2016!  Here’s 

how it works: 

1. Before the end of the school year, you are going to have the opportunity to visit Roosevelt’s Summer 

Reading Library (third graders will do this when their class visits Roosevelt for orientation).  At that 

time, you are going to be able to preview a variety of books from all different genres.  Your teachers 

will be there to help aid you in selecting books that are just right for you.  After looking at the different 

selections, you will be able to pick out at least 1 book.  If you do not find a second one, you will be 

responsible for getting one on your own.  These are your summer reading books.  You will check them 

out of the Summer Reading Library and will be responsible for returning them both on the first day of 

school.  We will have lists of which ones you borrowed. 

 

2. Now that you have your books, you need to read them.  I think this is a pretty easy step.   

 

3. Once you have read your books, you are going to complete two, simple reading response letters (see 

attached description) and return them to your teacher, along with your books on the first day of 

school. 

 

4. Once you have finished reading your books and have completed your letters, the rest of your reading 

homework is easy…simply have a great summer!  Just remember, when you’re on the beach or 

camping out, bring along a book.  Just because your assignments are done, doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 

do some reading for fun.  Raz-Kids is also available throughout the summer to continue practicing 

those reading skills! 

 

5. When you return to school in September, you will be given a general question to answer about each of 

your books which will count as a quiz grade.  If you plan on getting your letters done early, you might 

want to briefly review your books closer to the start of school. 

 

 

 
 

Thank you, 

The Summer Reading Committee 

 



 

Reading Response Letter Project 

 This summer, you will be writing letters to the authors of the books you are reading.  These 

letters will give you a chance to share your thoughts and feelings about the books you picked.  You will 

be writing one letter per book and you will follow these steps: 

1. Review the letter writing format so that your letter is written in proper form.  You will either 

neatly write or type your letters. 

2. Pick a topic from the list being provided.  You will need one topic for each letter.  You must pick 

a different topic for each letter. 

3. For your greeting, use “Dear” and the author’s name.  For example, if you are reading Harry 

Potter and the Deathly Hallows, your letter should start “Dear Ms. Rowling…” 

4. Write your letter about your topic.  Be sure to include the name of your book in the first 

paragraph of your letter, underlined.  You should also identify your writing topic in your first 

paragraph.  You must also include sufficient evidence/citations from the text to back up your 

writing throughout your letter.  This is extremely important to your grade.  Whether it’s a 

direct quote, or summing up information in your own words, you must back up all your 

thoughts with evidence from the text. 

5. Once you letter is completed, fill out the attached cover sheet and attach it to your letter. 

6. Review the rubric being given to see if you followed all requirements.  This is what you will be 

graded on. 

 

Topics To Write About: 

Genre-identify and analyze what genre your book is from and how the book fits (using evidence) into that genre. 

Theme-identify and analyze the theme of your story and explain (using evidence) how the book fits into that theme. 

Text-to-Text Connection-Compare your book to another book that it reminds you of.  Give evidence that shows why these 

two books are related.  It does not have to be a connection to the other book you are reading. 

Recommendation-Write about why you would or wouldn’t recommend this book to someone else.  Provide evidence to 

back up why you did or did not like it. 

Changes-Write about something you would like to change about the book you read and why you want to change it. 

Character Analysis-Pick a character to analyze from your story.  You can write about traits that character had, how the 

character changed throughout the story, why the character acted the way they did, etc. 

Title- Analyze the title of this book.  Was it an appropriate title?  Would you change it?  What would you change it to?  Back 

up all thoughts with evidence from the story. 

Language- Did the author use a particular style of writing?  Did any of the characters talk in a funny, strange way?  Why do 

you think the author used these styles?  Explain… 

Setting-Analyze the setting of your story.  Why was it important to the plot of your book?  Could the book have happened 

in a different place and still been as successful? 

 

 



 

Reading Response Letter Project-RUBRIC 

  

Name: _________________________________________ 

 

Grade: _____________ 

 

 1 (D) 2 (C) 3 (B) 4 (A) 

To
p

ic
 Topic is not adequately 

explored. 

Partial exploration of 

topic. 

Adequate exploration 

of topic. 

Thorough and 

comprehensive exploration 

of topic. 

Ev
id

en
ce

 Includes no examples to 

support topic. 

Includes a few examples 

to support topic. 

Includes adequate 

examples to support 

topic. 

Includes clear, complete 

examples to support topic. 

V
ar

ia
ti

o

n
 

Writes using the same 

type of sentence 

repeatedly 

Occasionally varies 

sentence form. 

Clearly varies 

sentences form. 

Skillfully and creatively 

varies sentence form. 

D
et

ai
ls

 

 Sloppy 

 Numerous 

grammar 

mistakes 

 Numerous 

mechanics 

mistakes. 

 Somewhat neat 

 Some grammar 

mistakes 

 Some mechanics 

mistakes. 

 Neat 

 Few grammar 

mistakes 

 Few 

mechanics 

mistakes. 

 Typed/Extreme 

neatness 

 No  grammar 

mistakes 

 No mechanics 

mistakes. 

*Mechanics means spelling, punctuation and capitalization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: _________________________________________ 

 

Book Read: _____________________________________ 

 

Author: ________________________________________ 

 

Topic for Letter: _________________________________ 

 

 

Project Grade: _____________________ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Name : _________________________/Date: ________________ 

Directions:  Please pick 1 question for each of your books from 

the list below.  Restate the question on the answer sheet and provide an answer, 

backing it up with facts (evidence) from your book. 

 

Summer Response Questions: (Circle the two you are picking) 

1. Where does the story take place? Discuss the important settings and 

explain why you believe each is important to the story.  

 

2. Are there words a character spoke and/or actions a character took 
that helped you learn what kind of person he or she was? Find and 
discuss two important sections.  
 

3. Did any of the characters change? Pick one and discuss how an 
event, person, and decision change that character.  
 

4. How are your feelings and the feelings of a character in your book 
alike? How are they different?  
 

5. How does the title relate to the story?  
 

 
 
 
 



Answer Sheet 
Title of Book: ________________________________________________ 
 
Question #: ___________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Scoring:  

Restate Answer Evidence 
1         2          3 1         2          3 1         2          3 

 
Final Grade: ____________ 


